La Mesa First United Methodist Church

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025

Opening Mary Earnest

Prelude Es ist ein Ros entsprungen J. Brahms
Michael Lawrence, Organ

~Acolytes Emma Scott & Henry Wion~

Welcome and Greeting Rev. Christian DeMent
Hymn of Preparation O Come, O Come Emmanuel UMH 211
V.7

Advent Candle Lighting - JOY Laurie & Guy Halgren

Matthew & Thomas

Ingrid, Henrik

Speaker 1: This morning we light the candle of Joy, remembering the Magi - unlikely
seekers who followed a star into unfamiliar territory.

Speaker 2: They were outsiders to the faith, yet God drew them close. Their curiosity
became the doorway to joy.

Speaker 3: In a world that often tells us to be certain, the Magi remind us that joy
grows when we allow ourselves to wonder, to explore and to follow God beyond
familiar boundaries.

Speaker 4: As we light the candle of Joy, we open our hearts to the surprising ways
God reveals hope - through unexpected people, uncommon wisdom and starlit
paths.

All: Holy God, awaken in us a joyful curiosity. Give us courage to say yes to the

journeys that lead us closer to your light. May today’s candle remind us that joy is
not found in perfect answers but in a faith that dares to follow the star. Amen!

Opening Hymn What Child is This? UMH 219

Children’s Moment Rev. Christian DeMent



Choir Anthem People Look East D. Cherwien
Chancel Choir E. Farjeon
Michael Lawrence, Director

Prayers for the Community Rev. Christian DeMent

The Lord’s Prayer UMH 895

Invitation to Offering Andres de los Reyes

Offertory Waymaker 0. Okoro
Brittany Hicks, Soloist

Offertory Prayer Andres de los Reyes

Scripture Matthew 2:1-2, 8-12 Andres de los Reyes

All Respond: Thanks be to God!

Sermon A Curious People (The Magi)
Rev. Christian DeMent

Closing Hymn Christ is the World’s Light UMH 188

V.1,2&4
Benediction Rev. Christian DeMent
Postlude Laissez paistre vos Bestes J. A. Guillan

Michael Lawrence, Organ

Coming Up - Mark Your Calendars

Today! Waiting in Wonder: A Season of Light
A Free Christmas Concert presented by our Chancel Choir
at 4pm in the Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Worship for all ages (with puppets!)
December 24 @ 4:30pm
Classic Christmas Eve Worship with Traditional Hymns,
Communion and Candlelight @ 7pm



La Mesa First United Methodist Church gathers on the original
homeland of the Kumeyaay people. We confess and regret the harm and displacement
endured by Indigenous peoples and seek God’s redeeming grace to guide us toward justice
and healing. We give thanks for our Kumeyaay ancestors, elders and descendants who have
cared for this land with wisdom and resilience. As recipients of grace, we commit ourselves
to deeper connection, reconciliation and love.
Emaay ‘ehad kumwa’aayp - Let us Pray.

La Mesa First United Methodist Church

We Are: Welcoming and affirming as a
diverse community

We Teach: Christ-centered worship and
education in the Wesleyan tradition

We Live: Serving our community and

working in mission for a just world
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This Week’s Newsletter

It was a joy to worship together this morning!
Next week, let’s do it again in person at 9:30 am;
on Facebook or YouTube for the Livestream;
or either of those channels to view a
recording on your own schedule.

Check our e-newsletter for more information
or go to lamesaumc.com.

Ljf FEMC)
General Fund Pledge Donation
Donate as a Guest



